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The United States Attorney for the southern district 
of New York has recommended the appointment of Mr. Vito 
(7 Maxcantonio as Assistant United States ;ttomey in his 
office. ‘ 





Mr. Marcantonio resides at 235 East 116th Street, 
Me, 3 New York City, and his law office is at 20 Vesey Street. 


The District Attorney states that Mr. Marcantonio is 
& graduate of the De Witt Clinto High School and received 
his lew degree from the New York University Law School; 
that prior to his admission to the bar,he served in the 
office of Foster, La Guardia & Cutler; that he was admitted 
in July, 1926; was subsequently associated with Mr. Nicholas 
De Pasquale at 220 Broadway; is now engaged in general prac- 
tice and associated with Michale F. Pinto at 20 Vesey Street. . 


Please conduct the usual inquiry. 


Respectfully, 


Charles P. Sisson i x / 
Assistant Attomey General. . 
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“” York, received law degree New York University 1925. 
He was admitted to New York Bear in 1928. He is at 
present engaged in the practice of law with one 
Michael Pinto, New York City. He is reported as 
having a good civil practice both State and Federal 
Court. He is‘ considered as possessing exceptional Bee Bagh NA 
-abality as a lawyer. Hoe ia’ a good orator and is © Bea oe et 
‘president of the LaGuardia Republican Club, New York. wee ON 
He is also active as a social worker. Nothing de~ 

“y is rogatory against character or Fepuretion, Liberul 


in his Views on enforeement of the 18th Anendrient 


DK 


to extent that he is not in sympathy with prohibition. 

“ othe by persons interviewed are of the opinion that Candidate 
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> DETAILS : ae mo 
es “In accordance with telephonic comuiunication received from Mr. McSwain 

of the Bureau July 30, 1930 to conduct confidential, discreet investigation as to 
the character, reputation, ability and personal qualifications of the above nai-ed 
Candidate for position as Assistant United States Attorney in the Southern District 
of New York, agent interviewed lr. Michael F. Pinto, attorney, 20 Vesey Street, 
New York City, with whom Candidate is associated at the present time. Mr. Pinto 
stated that he has known Candidate intimately for about 34 years; that he had been 

a] associated with him in the practice of law at 120 Broadway for about 1i years, He 
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stated Candidate is a very high class youns man; that he has a high regard for 
the ethics of the law profession; he has a fine character; that he has exceptional 
ability for a young lawyer, particularly good on trial work, appeals and motions; 
has had some federal practice and has several cases pending in the Circuit Court 
of Appeals at the present time. Ie states Candidate presents a good appearance, 
is a fine public speaker and is known as the "boy orator." Mr. Pinto stated 

that Candidate has been married five years and formerly resided at the Harlem 
House, Social Center, 311 hast 116th Street, where his, Candidate's wife, !‘ra. 
Marcantonio is assistant director of social work. Candidate is also engaged in 
social work and taught classes in English and citizenship at the Harlem Touse. 
His present address is 235 East 116th Street, New York City. He stated that 
Candidate was born in New York and attended public schools and the Devitt Clinton 
Highschool from which he graduated. He later attended New York University, took 
up a Course in law, graduating therefpom July 1926. He received a L.L.B. Mr. 
Pinto stated that Candidate does not drink; that he is liberal in his views con- 
eerning prohibition. He stated that he cannot recorinend Candidate too hichly as 
to character, reputation and qualifications for position sought. 


Nicholas D. Pasquale, attorney, 220 Broadway, stated he went to school with 
Candidate at the Harlem ilouse and has known him since 1916; that after Candid.te 
was admitted to the Bar they formed a law partnership which continued for about 
two years; that at the present time Candidate is associated with Michael F. Pinto. 
lle stated Candidate is a very fine, upright, young man, possesses sterling 
qualities as a mun and lawyer; that he is an exceptionally good trial lawyer for 
@ young man and has had quite some civil practice as well as federal practice; 
he is argumentative, tenacious, has a keen mind and is a perticularly fine orator. 
He has a good conception of the law. He stated that Candidate does not indulge 
in liquor in any form. liowever, he is liberal in his views regarding prohibition 
but would have no hesitancy in prosecuting violators of the Eighteenth Amen ment 
were he an Assistunt United States Attorney, 


agent interviewed Ir. E. D. Webb, secretary of the law school of New York 
University, washington Square, New York City, who examined their records and 
advised that same reflected Candidate was born in the United States December 10, 
1902, attended public schools New York, graduated De Witt Clinton Highschool in 
1920, after a four year course, He took up @ course in commerce at the New Vork 
University, as well as a course in law at the New York University Law School, 
graduating therefrom in 1925. ‘ie received a L.L.B. Lis marks were about the 
average. He failed in one subject, Equity law, which, however, he made up the 
following tema. Ilias record as to character and reputation is good, 


Nisa Field, School of Commerce, Washington Sywuere, New York City, consulted 
their records and advised that Candidate took a course in Italian February 1921 
to June 1921. lis work was very satisfactory and has no marks against his 


character or reputation. A 
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Mr. A. Campbell, secretary Court of Avpeais, Second District New York, 
examined papers on file relative to Candidate and the information confirmed 
that already furnished by Mr. Webb of the New York University concerning 
Candidate's age, school attendance, etc. hip. Campbell advised that Candidate 
was admitted to the Bar,New York State July 2, 1926. 


agent interviewed kr. Edward Corsi, U. S. Céiisor Supervisor and present 
director of the Harlem House, 311 East 116th Street, New York, Mr. Corsi 
stated that he has known Candidate for about five years; that Candidate 
attended Harlem House as a boy and became an active worker; has been @ teacher 
in a citizenship class, adult group. He stated Candidate is president of 
the F. lH. LaGuardia Republican Club, 249 East 116th Street; is also a menber 
of the Republican Club at 165 Last 116th Street, New York. He stated that 
Candidate is married and his wife, Mrs. Marcantonio, is assistant director 
of the Harlem liouse; that Candidate's father recently died and he has taken 
over a house at 235 Fast 116th Street, where he has a law office as well as 
an office at 20 Vesey Street. Candidate supports his mother and sever4l members 
of his family. lle advised that Candidate is a very fine, youneé man, honest, 
intelligent, and bears an excellent reputation; that he does not use liquor 
in any form. Fowever, he is liberal in his views regarding prohibition and 
does not approve of the law. lle stated that candidate has high ideals and would 
not have any scruples in prosecuting violators of the Eighteenth smendnent. 
He further stated that Candidate ig fully qualified for the position sourht 
as to character and reputation; that he has no knowledge of Candidate's ability 
as a lawyer. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Lazzari, who is the president of the Finch Schsol for Girls, 
67 East 77th Street, New York City, was interviewed and she stated that she was 
formerly director of the Harlem House Social Center, 311 East 116th Street; that 
she became acquainted with Candidate about ten years ago; that at the time he 
was secretary of the Tenants League, which was formed for the protection of 
tenants in matters affecting rent difficulties; thet Conrressman LaGuardia 
was also very active at the tine in connection with this ieague. She stated 
that Candidate has been associnted with liarlem House activities for a number 
of years and was a weuber of the teacher's staff and had charge of the citizen- 
ship classea and did some very fine work in this connection. She stated that 
Candidate married Miss | arian Sanders, a descendant of the old Wentworth fanily 
of New Hampshire; tiat irs. Marcantonio is at present assistant director of the 
arlen House . She stated that Candidate is an outstanding firure, fearless, 
honest and cannot be purchased; that he is very intelligent, a hard worker 
and that she has often marvelled at his vitality, us he works all hours of 
the night and hard work seems to be his recreation, She stated he is a born 
leader for good, a fine orator and one of the very few men she can reconmend 
so highly. She stated she considers him a very good lawyer and a fighter and 
at present Candidate is handling a matter for her. aAgent inyuired of Irs. 
Lazzari as to Candidate's views in connection with the Eighteenth ye 
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She replied that she knows how he feels about the Eighteenth .imendment but 
thet she considered the -uestion rather personal. She finally stated, however, 
that Candidate would take a glass of wine like all Itiulians, but that he is 
not by any means a Grinker and has never in her ten years intimate touch 

with him seen him under the influence of liquor and she does not believe that 
he would indulge in whiskey. In connection with Candidate's opinion concerning 
the Eighteenth Amendment, she stated he is liberal like a creat multitude of 
other good Americans and feels that the Eighteenth Amendment is not workable 
and is the cause of & great deal of crime. Mrs. Lazzari stated that she nas 

& confirmed dry until she found that the law was causing 4@ ¢reat desl of crime 
and she personally believes the Kighteenth smendment should be emended and 
that Candidate feels the sane way. She stated, however, that Candidete would 
enforce the law to the letter and has no hesitancy in recofisending him as she 
believes he would be a valuable addition to the office of the United States 
Attorney. hrs, Lazzari is a very high class, educated woman and is a cousin 
of Mrs. Finch, director of the Finch School for Girls, which is a high class 
private school for girls of the wealthy class. 


Bpecial agent Il. li. Reinecke interviewed Tudges Knox and Woolsey of the 
U, GS. District Court for the Southern Listrict of ew York and they both ad- 
vised that they do not know Candidate. 


Judge Mack of the same district was contacted by telephone through his 
secretary and he advised that he did not know Candidate. The remainder of the 
judges in the Southern Listrict of New York were away on vacation ané for that 
reason could not be interviewed. 


CLUSED. 











mith further eerersioe to the 
case entitled: VITO MARCANTONIO - Candidate 
7 for Appointment 4s Assistant Ue Se Attorney, 


Southern District of New York, there is attached 
hereto for your information, a copy of the re- 
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May 34, 194) 


Mr. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


MY DEAR MR. PRESIDENT! 


YESTERDAY AFTERNOON ABOUT FIVE O'CLOCK | TUNED tN ON AN NBC 
STATION ANDO HEARD THE MOST RADICAL SPEECH | EVER HEARD IN MY LIFE 
AND 17 WAS BY SOME CONGRESSMAN FROM NEw YORK ANO HE TALKED LIKE AN 


ITALIAN, 


ANY MAN WHO THINKS AND TALKS LIKE HE DID 18 BOUND TO BE A FIFTH 
COLUMNIST AND — HOPE YOU WILL HAVE THE G MEN Tap’ WIS WERES AND 
JAHAIL Hits TWENTY-FOUR HOURS A DAY AND SURELY HE wil MAKE A FALSE 
MOVE SO YOU CAN PICK HIM UP, 


YOURS TRULY 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ~ Mir, Telson 


e DIRECTOR XS . : far, ©. A, Tamm 
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pemecal Bureau of Litucst... ww. 
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United States Department of Justicr ye : mr. Glavin 


mr, Lade 
Washington, D.C. me. wich - 


(. June 11, 1941 , 
~eN tr: 


« Carton 





« Foxworth 
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MEMORANDUM FOR Til D1. iC TOR ! ae det etden 


eee TT = 
= as 


Riz CONGRESSMAN VITO MARGANTONIO ~ 


et 0, 
/ ee Mise Beahm 


| 


™r. Trecy 


\ Mlss Gandy 
I thought you might be interested in havin, the follow 


ing information concerning the above named Congressman. 


According to information appearing in the Communist press, 
Vito Marcantonio was a speaker at the Fourth Congress of American 
Writers, sponsored by theLeazue of American “riters, in New York 
City, on June 6, 1941. In his speech, Marcantonio referred to 
the various individuals who have been persecuted by the state 
officials of Uklahoma for membersnip in the Communist Party; He 
referred to these individuals as "politicel defendants who are 
being railroaded to prison by American Hitlerites for the 'crime' 
of ppssessiny legal political books." Marcantonio furth-r 
p declared: 


yi ‘ : : . 
* _. "Those wio oppose Hitlerism in America are persecuted 
wy f “Ba and, framed up. 


Pe 
(f y 4 : ». The people who are persecuting the Communist Party and 
A t J, \\ the Communists are using in America the same vehicle in which 
in } e\ Adolph Hitler and Benito iiussolini rode into power, 
: ‘ 


jv 

t \" / 
\ a "I say there is no difference in the persecution of a 
\. ad’ Thaelmann in Germany and the persecution of a Browder in the 
United States. 


"EZ go further and say it is the duty of every liberty- 
loviny American to fight for democracy on the bridgehead today. 
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Memorandum for the Director -2- 


ith the crushing of the constitutional rights 
of the Communist Party begins the offensive against 
the constitutional rights of all the rest of the people 
of the United States." 
This information was taken from the Sunday Worker, 
for June 8, 1941, page 3. 
g- Respectfully, 


a 2 


— 


P. E. Foxworth 
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Writers Congress Scores War Drive. 
Pheodere. Hreiser Gets Meuce Award 


pening Rally ee 
Marcantonio Talk; 
Hold Rally Today 3 





some of the boldest and clearest 
tacks against the imperialist wa 
2 being made at the Fourt 

a American Writers, whic! 
ened with a rally of 9.500 peopl 
Manhattan Center Friday night’ 
important novelists, playwrights 
d poets ere pulling no punches: 


weir denunciation of the butch- ; ; 
- for markets that is now going; ; 


in the name of "democracy." 
They feel, aa Dashiget amm-it 
well put it in his Friday night 


-ech, that the war-makers are | ; 


‘t to “kill all that is good and true 
. Honest in American life.” 


DEFEND CULTURE 


“ney fervently agreed, with tre 
ndous applause, when gh 
ward“Lawson, noted playwrigh 
“the éame night that: 
“Writers and artists recogniz: 
1¢ defense of culture es in- 
Parable from the defense of 
emocracy, 

“Writers and artists see this 
ar as a brutal, tragic and cor- 
upt scramble for world markets.” 
find the writers fittingly chose 
i thelr climatic speaker, Friday | 
ht, the Congressman who 1s_ 
on the fight in Washington: 
ainst imperialist war. 


“PEOPLE'S POLITICIAN” 

co not an Inteliectual,” said 
Rpt the guest 
te TE fant im just a plain peo- 
‘es polidcian from East Harlem. 
welcome the help of the writers 
nd artists in the fight.” 
‘farcantonio sald the presence of 
many writers and artists on th 
ket lines in this critical peri 
‘s encouraging the workers 
ir struggies. 

‘6: tune with his remarks a group 
writers the next noon took part 

the’> regpiar prbarday mass 











i 
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DASHIELL HAMMETT 





Jewish “Day” at 183 E. Broadway. 
picketing in front of the struck 
The pickets were led by PDanald 
OgdensStewart. president of the 
eague for American Writers, and | 
iRichar@-wright, author of “t “Native | 
on. the League's vice president, 


ART YOUNG PRESENT 


Honored names in the world qf 
‘art and letters are taking part ji 
this broad campaign against the 
‘enemies of peace and culture. 

Ar! Young, the famous artist, 
who risked prison in World War I 
for his deflance of the dinperialists, 
was not strong enough to take the 
platform Friday night and make the 
speech he had intended. But Art 
stood up at the front of the hall to 
receive the heartfelt greetings of 
the audience, 

e@ greetings becaine a standing 
chering- ovation that lasted several 
mihiutes. . 

: need ey oe was unable ‘to 
come East fop_the Congress, but he 
sent his iterates. 








which called the Congress, had just 
lgiven Dreiser the Randolph Bourne 
Memorial Award beoause he | is 


reer 8 














‘The League of American Writers. 


ighting for peace in the spirit of 
andolph Bourne, the brilliant 
oti-war writer of 1917. 

And Dreiser in his greetings to 
the Congress said: 

“Because I have. so long and s9° 





This is_a clipping from 
pare of the 
SUNDAY WORKGK for 


Clipped at the Seat 
of Government 





afrectionaTely honored my greal 
and. good friend, Rr-“sinh 
Bourne, I will be delighted lo 
recelve this tribute that bears his 
name,, for his eonception of the 
democratic simplicity of Ameri- 
cans, their love of peace and 
progress, as well as his hope for 
he welfare and peace of all liv- 
Ing things, makes me wish to 

ssess the memorial award that 
ears the name of one who wrote 
and worked as he thought for the 
good of all sincerely and grate- 
fully, 

SCORES TRAITORS 


» president of the 


acres Artists, and a 


I 


{ 


well Known writer himself, scored 
the weakhngs and traitors who had 
deserted the struggle for progress 
and peace at the first moment of 
danger. 

Marcantonio spoke as president 
of the-Inteypational Labor Defepse 
as Well as a “people's politictan 
from East Harlem.” 

As president of the 1LD he called 
oh the people before him to come 

the aid of the Oklahoma politicai 


dpfendants who are being railroaded 


t@ prison by American Hitierites 
for the “crime” of possessing legul 
political books, 

“Those who oppore Hitlerism 
in America are persecuted and 
framed up,” said the Labor Con- 


gtessman, 


d CITES BROWDER CASE 


“The people whe ate persecutl 


ing the Communist Party and th 
‘communists ate using in Americ 
Ihe same vehicle In which Adolp 
itler and Benito Mussolini rode 
to power,” he declared. 
“ik say there is no difference in 
tlie peraccution of a Thaelmann 
in Germanjetn3—ths persecution 














rt 
of a Browder in the United 
States. 

“I go further and say it is the 
duty of every liberty-loving Amer- 
fean to fight for democracy - on 
the bridgehead today. 

“With the crushing ef the con- 
stitutional rights of the Com-_ 
munist Party begins the offensive 
against the constitutional rights 
of all the resi of the people of 
the United , States.” 

Well-attended panel discussions 
were held by artists, fiction writers, 
radio writers, critics, labor journaj- 
wts and young writers at the Hotel 
Commodore yesterday. 
) Mishasicf Qld discussed the prole- 
tdrian literary renaissance that cule 
minated in books like “Grapes of 









Wrath,” andy “Native Son” at the 

afternoon Hties* Session, presided 

over by uel Sillen. 
HegpopsApthicker ee on the 


Negro's contribution to erican 
culture. Edwin Perr a gum. 
spoke on “The Problem ef "Stand- 
ards in Literary Criticism.” <7. - 
During the discussion, neveral 
writers from the floor emphasiz 
the pioneer work of the John Reqd 
Clubs in the early 1930's, m-pré- 
paring the way for the tan 
American Writers and the Ameri 
Writers Congress, 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
KF. Mo 
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I am transaitting herewith for your consideration a 
oustodial detention ieee been prepared concern- 
ing Congressman Yi! reantonio of New York. 

a 


——— 
eT ataael 


in view of the Special circumstances in this cape, 
x an tranend tting the dossier to you. rather than to the Baa 
* Special Defense Unit and ‘I should appreciate your wivice as 
‘ to whether a copy should ’be furnished to the Speci ad Defense 
Unit. 


V2Er 


a 
is. 3 ret 
Very truly yours, CE al 


a ee 


ekoy 
CF 

ieee 

ge 


ee ea ease ea, Jp a Y ohn re, a TGS hy AI a ou Ba 
FS HEA ae “Director See GF [ape ON > eae a, 


‘Inclosure 
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aa 


U.S. DEPARIMENT OF Hid 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 


- 


DIRECTOR 
peueral Gurean of Investigation 
United States Departinent of Justice 
Washington, B. C. 
GNA: dm July 21, 19241 


P. E. FOXWORT 





There is attached hereto for approval 


a Custodial 
Detention card relating to Vito Marcantonio. ; 


The attached card is being submitted specially in 
view of the subject's position as a member of the House of 
Representatives, Washington, D. C. It is believed that you 
may desire to send copies of this card to Mr. Matthew F. 
McGuire, The Assistant to the Attorney General, in place of 
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sending copies to Mr. L. M. C. Smith, Chief, Special Defense  _*\ ke \ 
Unit. Red 
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Seteral Bureau of Inurstigation 


United States Departaient of Pustice 


Washington, D. C. 
August 15, 1941 
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PERSONAL ser 
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Director 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


ATTENTION: MR, P. EB. FOXWORTH 


O 
RE: CONGRESSMAN VITO MARCANTONIO ~ 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Dear Sir: 


For the Bureau's information, please be advised that 





that 


thebfational Federation for Constitutional Libert 


ington Committee for Democratic Action, and th 
Mobilization. 






Very truly yours, 


J Mee Haty, 


Special Agent in Charge 


Reray mNT 
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Cae i - Lae. hao eaigtee be (ig ee cp a aay F 
"REGO Beak “August 28, 1961 ne page GBs ths 
eee nee 3 : br on on ms : gt Ness : + ee > - “ “ * eye : ae 
PERSONAL ACOSTA 
. : QRAND START TTORN EI 
=o) . ashes . WE, MATTHEN F, MOoGUIRE 02, (o0: 3 
Reference is made to sy memorantum dated July 28, 
1941, with which I forwarded e dossier concerning Congressman 
Vito Marcantonio of Kew York. 
cy At The Washinrton Field Office of this Bureau has recently 
,.., received information indicating that the name of Conrressnan 
“'*, Warcantenio is listed on the active indices of the Rational 
' Federation for Constitutional Liberties, the Fashington Comittee 
for Democratic Action anid the American Peace Vobilization. — 
This information fo being brought to your attention in 
order that you may be fully advised concernin; the data received 
at this Bureau in comection with the activities of Government 
re 4. a2 
ie a Ae woe , : “ai “ vexpAzuiy seuss, 
7 John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
Mr. Tomen 
Mr. &. A. Tomm 
Mr, Clegg 
mr, Fouwerth $ : j \ 
Mr. Glevia . 
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Department of Fustice 
Office of the Assistant to the Attorney General 
Washington 





August 7, 1941 - ve eine darian © 


/ MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE J. EDGAR HOOVER 
lat DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


This refers to your memorandum of July 28, 
transmitting a custodial _detention dossier concern- 
ing Congressman(Vito “Marcantonlon 

nS, Sse TS TPN, 


In response to your inquiry, you are advised 
thet a copy of the dossier should not be-furnished 
to the Special Defense Unit. 


Being a citizen the Congressman naturally is 
not subject to internment as an alien enemy in the event 
of war. If he should commit any acts which would con- 
stitute violations of a Federul criminal stutute, the 
matter can be considered at thet time with a view to 
possible prosecutive acticn. 


While the dossier undoubtedly reveals some very 
reprehensible statements on various occasions on the 


Addl part of the Congressman, such statements were made 
\' AY prior to tne passage of the Alien Registration Act of 
4 1940, Title I of wuich makes the meking of certein sub- 


versive statements a crime. 


2, mi - 
AE thu hi 0? SAC L040. 
~ f Wi F. McGuire 
C The Assistant to the Attorney General. 
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#ederal Bureau of Luurstigation 


Wnited States Acpartmient of Justice 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


September 27, 1941 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Nashington, D. CO. 
cr 
Ri: VITO MARCANTONTO 
INViSTIGATION OF WOVuRELIIT BMPLOY SS 
INTERNAL SECURITY (HATCH ACT) 


Dear Sir: 


In compliance with Dureau Bulletin Ho. 35, dated 
Augast 21, 1941, a review of the files of this office has been 
made and the following information concerninz the subject is 
reflected herein:- / 


Sonetime during October, 1940, a confidential informant 
of the lew York Field Division advised that the subject was lesal 
adviser of the Wational Maritime Union and advised holding a meeting 
for coast-wise delegates of this Communist—doninated wnion. This 
information was furnished to the Dureau in a report by Special Agent 
Ww. Re GRIFFIN, at New York City, dated February 18, 1941, 


Information derived from a circular furnished this 
office indicated that the subject was the principal speaxer on 
"Tywenticth Century Challenge to Our [il] of Rights & How to leet It", 
at Towm Hall, Philadelphia, Pa., on April 19, 1940, which meeting — 

yas sponsored by the Comrittee for People's Ri chts. A report of = 
tha Pennsylvania iJotor Police advised that subject was to have beet 
the principal speaker on July 3, 1941 at Town liall, Philadelphia, | 
at a meeting of the Seventh American Youth Congress, but for some — 
reason, was “unable to attend and subsequently, did not speak. 
Subject is suspected of being a member of the Communist farty. 


-—] 


No further investigation is eontemplated by this office 
unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau. 
7 Oy 


ve 'y oe oo _yours, 
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GPD:iize December 24, 19414 s.c07 


Is Mr. Poaden 


SOFTD Ret fas Geer eke) 
Director Bivins Caen 
Federal Bureau of Investipation a 
Washington, D. C. sf odes = 
QO 4 
i a. RE: VITO MARCANTOMIO ; 

\t ; INTERNAL SECURITY 

Dear Sir: 
There is beip. smitted herevith a photcstatic 

copy of the report of who has not as yet been designated 
as a confidential informan 


, py this office, and also a photostatic af 
copy of the speech of the above named individual which was distrib- | 


Mo 
uted by pamphlet, reprinted by ee oe Peace Mobilization \ 
Movement which pamphlet was securell by Boyle. 


One copy of these photostats is being mainteined in 
the file of the New York office for information, and cne copy of 
these photostats is being placed in the New York file on 


S 


aad¢ 


Very truly oe zi ‘. 
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peural Bureau of Inuve CASCLA GARE 
Prrited States Departinent of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR ER. RH. P, Ie 






oN 


: (2 ~ Mr. Neaae 
Re: REPRESENTATIVE(WVITO HARCANTON 


|| 


IO } 


ral Mise Beahm 


Mr. Tracy 





Miles Gendy 


II 


In a pamphlet styled "Should America Go To war! 
by Vito Marcantonio, he made the following statement: 


"I believe that the war of 1939-1940 up to 
June, 1941 was an Imperialist War." 


Since June 22, 1941, Marcantonio stated that it 

was no longer an imperialist war but it was one "which is now 
essential to our national defense." 

"At no time during my constant opposition 
to the Imperialist Jar did I base my opposition 
on reasons of pacifism. I have at all times stated 
that if I had believed that the war then was a war 
of defense, that if the war then was a war for 
democracy, I would have voted not only for 16 billion 
or 65 billion, but I was ready not only to vote the 
entire Treasury of the United States for the prosecution 
of such a war, but also for active participation in 
such a war. Why has the character of the war changed? 
What are the reasons which lead me to believe that a 
war which was predominantly iuaperialistic has become 
essentially a war of national defense for the people ia 
of the United States? : 


'The first reason is one of geography. A 
look at the map will demonstrate that a conquered 
Soviet Union would place a Nazi military bridgehead 
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within rowboat distance of our own North- 
western shores, Alaska. You cannot get away 
from that. Secondly, in the war of 1940 and 
the early part of 1941, Hitler could not move 
against the Western Hemisphere. ie were not 

in military danger as Hitler had on his western 
boundary a powerful, well armed Soviet Union. 
The defense interests of the United States and 
the Soviet Union were interdependent. The 
existence of the Soviet Union depended on an un- 
conquered United States. The existence of the 
United States depended on an unconquered Soviet 
Union. A Hitler conguest of either made a Hitler 
conquest of the other almost a certainty." 


This speech was made on October 16, 1941, as is 
shown in the New York Times index. 
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